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Purpose of Natural Events Action Plan
n Clark County’s Natural Events Action Plan for High-

Wind Events addresses four important objectives:  
l Provide education and outreach programs to the public, 

business, and industrial communities that focus on actions 
that reduce the generation of, and exposure to, PM-10 during 
events

l Provide a high-wind notification system for the public and 
regulated community, both before and during the event

l Identify appropriate high-wind controls (BACM) and ensure 
that PM-10 control measures are implemented during high-
wind events

l Provide evidence for justification of an exceptional event 
determination should an exceedance of the standard occur
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Public Outreach and Education
n Educate the public

l Inform the public when air quality in the area in unhealthy

l Explain what the public can expect when high-winds occur

l Actions the public can take to minimize exposure

l Inform public of the steps that are taken to control dust 
emissions during high winds

n Outreach to the public
l Focused outreach during high-wind season at community 

and school events

l Meetings with local government, environmental and health 
professionals

l Air quality reporting training for local weather news media
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Public Outreach and Education
n Produce publications and presentations

l “Dust Storms and Your Health: What Everyone Should 
Know”

l “Protecting the Air We Share”

l “Particulate Matter Air Pollution from Natural Events”

l “Tips to Reduce Dust and Particles”

n Formation of Medical Advisory Committee
l Comprised of local physicians

l Provides medical advice to Clark County during high-wind 
events, responses to media inquiries, and presentations to 
community groups
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Public Notification Program
n Notifications are required when a dust event is 

imminent, currently taking place, or has reached 
hazardous levels
l Advisory:  A wind event with sustained winds of 25 mph or 

more, or frequent gusts of 40 miles per hour or more (usually 
issued 12 to 24 hours prior to event)

l Alert:  Meteorological and ambient monitoring data confirm an 
event is happening and PM-10 levels are elevated 

n Notification focus on minimizing public exposure during 
an event
l Identify and notify population most at risk to highest exposure

n Notified through school and health districts, parks and rec., local 
municipalities and local media

l Suggest actions and precautions to be taken by the public and 
industry to minimize exposure and reduce outdoor activity
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Public Notification Program
n An advisory or alert notification typically contain:

l Forecasted weather

l Start and expiration date and time of event

l Health effects of high PM-10 concentrations

l Recommended actions to reduce exposure for sensitive and 
healthy populations

l Encourage residents to call dust complaint hotline when 
excessive blowing dust is observed

l Encourage residents to visit website to view near “real-time” 
monitoring data

l Stationary sources and construction sites are directed by email 
or fax to inspect their sites, implement BACM controls and 
stabilize all disturbed soils on site
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Ensuring PM-10 Controls are Implemented
n Identify appropriate BACM-level PM-10 controls for dust 

sources  subject to windblown dust

n Highlight soil conditions that are most susceptible to 
producing windblown dust (Soil Particulate Emission 
Potential Map)

n Education of site supervisors, dust monitors and water 
truck operators

l “Dust Monitor Class”, tailgate sessions

n Issuance of advisories to the regulated community

l Industries notified directly of the event

l Instructed to verify BACM-level controls in place and in use

l Notified of presence of department field staff actively 
conducting inspections focused on sources of windblown dust 
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Ensuring PM-10 Controls are Implemented
n Concentrated enforcement and compliance activities

l Compliance staff focused on areas known to be sources of 
windblown dust

n Developed through historical patterns, complaint data, and focus on the 
areas around monitors with elevated readings during the event

l Violating sources are issued a Corrective Action Order which 
may lead to a Notice of Violation depending on severity of the 
violation

n Abatement of violating sites

l Rules allow Clark County to abate site through use of 
contracted water truck when site owner/operator refuses or 
cannot to abate the violation.    
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n Notifications, public outreach and documentation of 
compliance activities after an advisory or alert has 
been issued can be used as evidence in an exceptional 
events determination, should an exceedance of the 
standard occur
l Compliance staff document that BACM is in place and 

enforced through inspections and records review conducted 
during the event

l Compliance staff use digital photography and video to 
document blowing dust, wind damage, etc.

l County public information staff coordinate with the news 
media in producing media releases and stories surrounding 
the event

Exceptional Event Justification 



ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS

n Conversation with Rodney Langston, Principal 
Planner, for Clark County on actions taken during 
possible event on March 16, 2011

n Field-based compliance supervisor noticed unusually 
dusty conditions in the morning
l Decision was made to issue advisory to stationary sources

n Planning supervisor observed increased wind speeds 
and monitor concentrations at one particular site as 
afternoon progressed
l Compliance supervisor and planning supervisor discussed 

the local conditions and the decision was made to convince 
the meteorologist to issue a public advisory despite wind 
speeds being below normal trigger levels

Recent Example of Action Plan in Use 
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n Field inspectors shifted focus to possible sources in 
the area around the affected monitor and tracked the 
monitor concentration levels through laptops 
l Subsequent investigation of the area determined that the 

probable source of the elevated concentrations was a dry 
lake bed upwind of the monitor

n Standard was not exceeded on this day

Recent Example of Action Plan in Use 
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For More Information

Contact:

Matt Poppen, MAG
(602) 254-6300

www.azmag.gov


	�������Overview of Clark County Nevada Natural Events Action Plan�for High-Wind Events ��MAG Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee�� March 24, 2011
	Purpose of Natural Events Action Plan
	Public Outreach and Education
	Public Outreach and Education
	Public Notification Program
	Public Notification Program
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Ensuring PM-10 Controls are Implemented
	Ensuring PM-10 Controls are Implemented
	Exceptional Event Justification 
	Recent Example of Action Plan in Use 
	Recent Example of Action Plan in Use 
	�For More Information�� Contact:��Matt Poppen, MAG�(602) 254-6300���www.azmag.gov

