DRAFT

Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols

Initial Response

Contact Center Against Family Violence

Request copy of telephone recording*

Avoid use of sirens and emergency lights

Avoid parking directly in front of
residence

Documented Protocol

Two officers respond (when possible)*

Officer briefed by dispatcher before
arriving on scene*

Dispatched as "domestic violence"
incident*

Officer notifies dispatcher upon arrival on
scene

Be alert for assailant leaving the scene*

Be alert for weapons*

Physical arrest to break cycle of violence*

Approach from side of door for safety

Note victim's & suspect's conditions upon

arrival

All calls involving a domestic violence
incident should be given the same
priority as any 911 Emergency Call*
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D RA FT Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols
Initial Police Contact

Document each interview separately*

Should use supportive interview techniques when
question the victim*

Contact Maricopa County Family Violence Bureau
Attorney for complex cases*

Contact the communications division to request
additional resources*

Identify as police officer, explain presence, request
entry*

Ask to see the person who is subject of call

If consented, enter and conduct search of premises *

Officer is persistent about seeing and speaking alone
with subject of call*

Contact dispatch if access to victim is refused

If access still refused, officer decides to: 1) leave, 2)
remain and observe, or 3) force entry

Once inside, officer establish control

Documented Protocol

Identify potential weapons *

Separate victim and assailant *

Restrain assailant if immediate arrest is warranted

Assess injuries, administer first aid, notify EMS *

Ask about nature of the dispute*

Identify all occupants/witnesses on premises *

Separate occupants/witnesses from victim and accused
so out of hearing range *

Arrange for medical attention, if necessary - document if
treatment refused
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DRAFT

Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols

On-Scene Investigation Part A

the dispute

Attempt low-key approach as mediator
rather than authoritarian

Do not tell victim what action will be
taken until all available information has
been collected

Documented Protocol

Interview victim and assailant to
complete department reports

Make a records check on both parties to

Document possible incriminating
statements , any excited utterances*

Interview victim in area away from
assailant, witnesses, bystanders *

Use supportive interview techniques to
ask about previous incidents, frequency,
severity

Allow parties to describe/explain incident
without interruption at beginning of
interview *

Ask victim if have protective order. If so,
ask victim to produce a copy and provide
a copy for the police dept*

Ask dispatcher to verify the existence and
effective period of the protective order*

Interview witnesses fully ASAP

Arrange for medial attention, if necessary
- document if treatment refused
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D RA FT Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols
On-Scene Investigation Part B

Identify in report emergency medical personnel who
responded

Collect and preserve all physical evidence reasonably
necessary to support prosecution (evidence
substantiating victim's injuries, attack (weapons, torn

clothing, etc.), recording the crime scene*

Take photos of visible injuries and the crime scene*

Take video statement of victim (if possible)

Take tape-recorded statements from victim, assailant,
witnesses, etc.*

Encourage victim to seek ER exam

Documented Protocol

Document evidence of substance and/or chemical abuse
by the suspect

Follow up with victim, in person, to see if injuries are
now visible or if injuries observed at the scene have
changed*

Take tape-recorded statements from victim, assailant,
witnesses, etc.

Take photos of visible injuries and the crime scene*
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DRAFT

Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols

Arrest Decision

Documented Protocol

All physical arrests must be approved by sworn
supervisor

Explain to arrestee choices of either remaining
orderly/cooperative or being transported directly to 4th
Ave Jail

If unable to make out right arrest, complete a thorough
report and forward to prosecutor's office for review

If the suspect was not arrested by the reporting
officer(s), the case agent should locate the suspect

Arrest authorized if probable cause is found*

If voluntary/involuntary commitment for mental health
eval is required, restrain and follow procedures to have
evaluated*

Officer's responsibility to decide whether to arrest --
criminal action is initiated by the State, not the victim

Book persons arrested on misdemeanor charges
involving domestic violence offenses into county jail

For felony charges, submit as in-custody complaints
through the county attorney

Confiscate all weapons used or threatened use. (if
arresting for commission of a crime or violation of
protective order)

Arrest and book or submit a long form complaint with
adequate probable cause, regardless of victim consent

If an arrest is made, officers will annotate on the Form IV
any information that will help determine the conditions
of release

Identify in report emergency medical personnel who
responded
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D RA FT Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols
Arrest Not Authorized/Not Made

Explain to victim reason arrest is not being
made

Encourage victim to contact victim
assistance program

A DR will be submitted and, when
appropriate, suspects will be
photographed and fingerprinted, with
fingerprints forwarded to the AFIS Detail
in Records and Identification Bureau

If an officer determines that there is no
evidence of a crime and there has been no
allegation of a domestic violence offense,

the officer will find the call unfounded

Documented Protocols

If suspect under 18, process using Juvenile
Code

If voluntary/involuntary commitment for
mental health eval is required, restrain
and follow procedures to have evaluated

If prominent citizens, public officials, or
police officers, request OIC or Supervisor
come to scene
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D RA FT Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols
On-Scene Assistance to Victims

Recommend contact only when authorized by
supervising probation officer*

In cases where independent verification is available, an
arrest or memorandum to the court should follow*

File memorandum at minimum*

Option to issue Emergency Order of Protection for
victim*

A Victim's Services Unit shall be called upon to respond
to assist victims*

Officer will contact the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office
Communications Division*

Officer should not leave the scene until situation is under
control and likelihood of further violence is eliminated*

Officer should stand by while victim gathers necessicites
for short-term absence from the home*

Arrest Information is given to victims assistance for
contact purposes

Advise victim of what happens next

Obtain address and telephone number of where the
victim is staying

Documented Protocols

Complete and issue a Victim Notification Form (after
arrest)*

Inform victim on the status of the offender (after arrest).

Arrange translation for notices, etc. (if necessary) *

Should offer the victim help in locating lodging.

Provide domestic violence assistance information to all
victims*

Upon request of victim, help arrange transportation to
emergency housing*

All victims shall be furnished with a victim's rights form
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D RA FT Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols
Reports & Data Collection

If victim's story does not corroborate,
officer will locate suspect prior to
submittal of report

Officers shall adhere to the Report Writing
Guide and to the Maricopa County
Attourney's Office protocol as it applies to
domestic violence*

If probable cause exists, complete "arrest
report" along with DV forms

When the elements are present and
substantiated, but the victim recants or
declines to assist in prosecution, the

report will be submitted

Cases of alleged violence that lack
probably cause will be documented in a
DR entitled "Special Incident" *

Documented Protocols

If probable cause is unclear, complete
"incident report" with DV forms

Clearly identify as DV incident on all
written reports*

Clearly identify as DV incident on all
written reports if arrest is made
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D RA FT Law Enforcement Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Arrest Protocols
Level of County Protocol Implementation Reported by Municipalities
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