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• Literature review 
• Field visits 
• Corridor and crossing cost elements: grade 

separated crossings, bridges, culverts/canals, 
switches, and utilities 

• Assumed corridor cross-section 
• Corridor development options 
• Cost element quantities for each corridor option 
• Planning-level cost for each corridor option 
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Southern Pacific / Amtrak 
Passenger Rail Service 
1927-1996 

Amtrak 
Passenger Rail Service 
1996-Present 

        Arlington 
  OUT-OF-SERVICE (80-miles) 
                       Roll-Kofa 

   
  THE WELLTON BRANCH 
                        

   
  THE WELLTON BRANCH 
                        



 
  
 

 Most populous metro areas/cities in U.S. lacking Amtrak service 
 

 1. Phoenix, Arizona (Metro Population 4,281,899) Lost service in 1996.  
 2. Las Vegas, Nevada (Metro Population 1,865,746) Lost service in 1997.  
 3. Columbus, Ohio (1,773,120) Lost service in 1979. 
 4. Nashville, Tennessee (1,550,733) Lost service with in 1979.  
 5. Louisville, Kentucky (1,244,696) Lost service in 2003.  
 6. Tulsa, Oklahoma (916,079) Lost service in 1979.  
 7. Dayton, Ohio (848,153) Lost service in 1979.  
 8. Allentown, Pennsylvania, (808,210)  
 9. Baton Rouge, Louisiana (774,327)  
 10. McAllen, Texas (710,514)  
 11. Knoxville, Tennessee, (691,152)   
 12. Colorado Springs, Colorado (617,714)  
 13. Wichita, Kansas, (603,716) Service lost in 1979,    
 14. Boise, Idaho (599,753) Lost service in 1997.  
 15. Madison, Wisconsin, (561,505)  
 16. Des Moines, Iowa (556,230)  
 17. Augusta, Georgia (534,218)  
 18. Chattanooga, Tennessee, (518,441)  
 19. Tri-Cities, Tennessee, (500,538)  
 20. Lexington, Kentucky, (453,424)  
 21. Fayetteville, Arkansas, (443,976)  
 22. Springfield, Missouri, (426,206)  
 23. Corpus Christi, Texas, (415,376)  
 24. Fort Wayne, Indiana (411,154) Lost service in 1990.  
 25. Asheville, North Carolina, (408,436)  
  
       
  



7 

Study Area 



Literature 
Review 

• Arizona  
• State  
• Rail Plan 
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Literature 
Review 

• MCDOT Hidden 
Waters Corridor 
Feasibility Study 
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Field Review 
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SR 85 



Field Review 

11 
UPRR Sunset Route/Gila Mainline 
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Field Review 

Old Highway 80 - Gillespie Bridge 
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Field Review 

Old Highway 80 
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Field Review 

Wellton Branch Line, Palo Verde Road 
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Field Review 

Vulture Mine Road 
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Field Review 

BNSF Railway, Gates Road 



Conceptual Corridors 

• Segment 1: 
Morristown to 
Buckeye 

• Segment 2:  Buckeye/ 
Arlington to Gila 
Bend 

• 2A: Old Highway 80 
• 2B: SR 85 
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Corridor Cost Elements 
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Corridor Cost Elements 

19 



Crossing Cost Elements 
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Segment No. 1: Horizontal Layout 
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Segment No. 1 

• 48.9 miles long 
• Ties to existing BNSF railway Phoenix 

subdivision 
• 22 existing roadways crossings 
• 20 future roadways crossings 
• 38 wash/river crossings 
• 8 major bridges (500’ or longer) 
• Tunnel through Vulture Mountains (2000’) 
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Segment No. 2A: Horizontal Layout 
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Segment No. 2A 

• 30.5 miles long 
• Ties to existing UPRR Gila Mainline and UPRR 

Wellton line, segments along Old Highway 80 11 
existing roadways crossings 

• 9 future roadways crossings 
• 14 wash/river crossings 
• 3 major bridges (500’ or longer) 
• Gila River bridge (5,500’) 
• Significant fill sections 
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Segment No. 2B: Horizontal Layout 
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Segment No. 2B (SR 85) 

• 30.1 miles long 
• Ties to existing UPRR Gila Mainline and UPRR 

Wellton line, follows SR 85 corridor 
• 20 existing roadways crossings 
• 14 future roadways crossings 
• 14 wash/river crossings 
• 7 major bridges (500’ or longer) 
• Coordination within SR 85 right of way 
• Significant fill sections 
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COST SUMMARY 
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