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For information, discussion and possible 
recommended acceptance of the Designing Transit 
Accessible Communities Study. 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good Morning Mr. Chair and members of the Management Committee.  This item is on the agenda for information, discussion and possible acceptance.  Because the study does not provide specific funding initiatives or project listings, what we are asking in accepting the study is acknowledgement that the study is complete and has met the intent of the original work program objects and that committee accepts the information provided in the document.  This allows the study and the tools developed to be utilized by member agencies.  The transportation review committee recommended acceptance at the January 30 2014 meeting.



 Absent access to affordable travel 
options, seniors face 
isolation, a reduced quality 
of life and possible 
economic hardship.  
  A 2004 study found that seniors age 
65 and older who no longer 
drive make 15 percent 
fewer trips to the doctor, 59 
percent fewer trips to shop 
or eat out, and 65 percent 
fewer trips to visit friends 
and family, than drivers of the 
same age. 

 

 





 In a survey by the Urban 
Land Institute in 2011, 
nearly two-thirds of 18 to 
32-year-olds polled said 
living in communities that 
were walkable was either 
essential or preferable… 
 

 ... highly value having bus 
routes and rail lines 
within walking distance of 
their homes. 

 



Mass transit and dense, lively neighborhoods 
give Phoenix more ways to appeal to knowledge 
workers, said Nancy Welch, associate director 
with the Morrison Institute for Public Policy at 
ASU.  



 Historically, workers have lived in residential 
suburbs while commuting to work in the city. 
For Silicon Valley, however, the situation is 
reversed: many of the largest technology 
companies are based in suburbs, but look to 
recruit younger knowledge workers who are 
more likely to dwell in the city. 



 …rental prices within 
a walkable distance 
of these shuttles 
stops are rising faster 
(up to 20%) than the 
rental prices outside 
the walkable 
distance. 
 

Goldman, A.  (2013)  The “google shuttle effect:” gentrification and San Francisco's  dot com boom 2.0, Master of City Planning 
 University of California, Berkeley 



 John D. Griffith, executive 
vice president for property 
development at Target, 
said that as more people, 
and especially young 
people, opted to live in 
cities rather than suburbs, 
Target wanted to remain 
convenient.  



Transit Accessibility is… 
the segment of an individual trip that 

occurs between an origin or destination 
point and the transit system. 

 
~ Source: American Public Transit Association 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way of thinking about transit accessibility is you drive to work in your car in the morning what effort and time it takes to first get to your car.  For most of us, getting to our car means walking into the garage or carport.  The “walk” as it may be is usually short and shaded.  We are reasonable sure that the car will be there when we get there.  And even if it is not at the driveway at that moment, we likely know why and when it may be returned.  From a transit users perspective, getting on the bus or off the bus is only a small part of the journey.  The individual likely had to walk or bike from their home to the bus stop.  Upon arrival, they do not have perfect information about when the bus may arrive.  As well, often times shading is either not provided during the journey or during the wait time.  There are also a safety considerations during either the journey or the wait.  My first goal in managing this study was to understand what were the critical concerns of the transit users.  -



 Transportation Planners  Facilities Staff 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To define transit accessibility and the associated challenges that were specific to this region we held a stakeholder workshop.  We had 40 people in attendance and they generally fell into 4 groups.  We broke them up in to groups and asked them what transit accessbility meant to them and their community and what were the associated challenge they felt were part of the issue.



 Special Needs Coordinators  Human Services Coordinators 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To define transit accessibility and the associated challenges that were specific to this region we held a stakeholder workshop.  We had 40 people in attendance and they generally fell into 4 groups.  We broke them up in to groups and asked them what transit accessbility meant to them and their community and what were the associated challenge they felt were part of the issue.



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We felt that while we received really good information from the workshop, that it was not enough to fully understand the needs of the individuals using transit and for many, fully dependent on the transit system.  We wanted to reach out to indivduals who perhaps were not able to particiapte in the typical outreach and committeee process.   So we conducted intercept surveys at 5 valley bus stop intersections.  We didn’t have the budget for hiring for public outreach so staff and volunteers actually conducted the surveys.  This was conducted april of last year.
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For information, discussion and possible 
recommended acceptance of the Designing Transit 
Accessible Communities Study. 
 
 
 
 
Alice Chen 
achen@azmag.gov 
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