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R301.2.2.3.5 Cold-formed steel framing in Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2.  In Seismic Design 
Categories D0, D1 and D2 in addition to the requirements of this code, cold-formed steel framing shall comply with 
the requirements of COFS/PM. 
 
R301.2.2.3.6 Masonry chimneys. Masonry chimneys shall be reinforced and anchored to the building in 
accordance with Sections R1003.3 and R1003.4. 
 
R301.2.2.3.7 Anchorage of water heaters. Water heaters shall be anchored against movement and overturning 
in accordance with Section M1307.2. 
 
R301.2.2.4 Seismic Design Category E. Buildings in Seismic Design Category E shall be designed in 
accordance with the International Building Code, except when the seismic design category is reclassified to a 
lower seismic design category in accordance with Section R301.2.2.1. 
 

Section R301.2.3 Change to read as shown:  (RB34-06/07) 
 

R301.2.3 Snow loads. Wood framed construction, cold-formed steel framed construction and masonry and 
concrete construction, and structural insulated panel construction in regions with ground snow loads 70 pounds 
per square foot (3.35 kPa) or less, shall be in accordance with Chapters 5, 6 and 8. Buildings in regions with 
ground snow loads greater than 70 pounds per square foot (3.35 kPa) shall be designed in accordance with 
accepted engineering practice. 
 

Section R301.2.4 Change to read as shown: (RB48-06/07) 
 

R301.2.4 Floodplain construction. Buildings and structures constructed in whole or in part in flood hazard areas 
(including A or V Zones) as established in Table R301.2(1) shall be designed and constructed in accordance with 
Section R324. 
 

Exception: Buildings and structures located in whole or in part in identified floodways shall be designed and 
constructed in accordance with Flood Resistant Design and Construction (ASCE 24). 

 

Section R301.2.4.1 Add new section to read as shown: (RB48-06/07) 
 

R301.2.4.1 Alternative provisions. As an alternative to the requirements in Section R324.3 for buildings and 
structures located in whole or in part in coastal high hazard areas (V Zones), ASCE 24 is permitted subject to the 
limitations of this code and the limitations therein. 
 

Section R301.3 Change to read as shown: (S100-06/07 Part II) 
 

R301.3 Story height. Buildings constructed in accordance with these provisions shall be limited to story heights 
of not more than the following: 
 

1. For wood wall framing, the laterally unsupported bearing wall stud height permitted by Table R602.3(5) plus 
a height of floor framing not to exceed 16 inches. 

 
Exception: For wood framed wall buildings with bracing in accordance with Table R602.10.1, the wall stud 
clear height used to determine the maximum permitted story height may be increased to 12 feet (3658 mm) 
without requiring an engineered design for the building wind and seismic force resisting systems provided 
that the length of bracing required by Table R602.10.1 is increased by multiplying by a factor of 1.20.  Wall 
studs are still subject to the requirements of this section. 
 

2. For steel wall framing, a stud height of 10 feet (3048 mm), plus a height of floor framing not to exceed 16 
inches (406 mm). 

3. For masonry walls, a maximum bearing wall clear height of 12 feet (3658 mm) plus a height of floor framing 
not to exceed 16 inches (406 mm). 

 

Exception: An additional 8 feet (2438 mm) is permitted for gable end walls. 
 

4. For insulating concrete form walls, the maximum bearing wall height per story as permitted by Section 
R611 tables plus a height of floor framing not to exceed 16 inches (406 mm). 

 5. For structural insulated panel walls, the maximum bearing wall height per story as permitted by Section 614 
  tables plus a height of floor framing not to exceed 10 feet (3048 mm). 
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 Individual walls or walls studs shall be permitted to exceed these limits as permitted by Chapter 6 provisions, 
provided story heights are not exceeded. Floor framing height shall be permitted to exceed these limits provided 
the story height does not exceed 11 feet 7 inches (3531 mm).  An engineered design shall be provided for the 
wall or wall framing members when they exceed the limits of Chapter 6. Where the story height limits are 
exceeded, an engineered design shall be provided in accordance with the International Building Code for the 
overall wind and seismic force resisting systems. 
 

Table R301.5 Delete the row for “Exterior balconies” and Change row "Decks" and footnotes to read as 
shown: (RB49-06/07 and S9-06/07 Part II) 

 

TABLE R301.5 
MINIMUM UNIFORMLY DISTRIBUTED LIVE LOADS 

(in pounds per square foot) 

 USE  LIVE LOAD 

Balconies (exterior) and decks
e
  40 

(Portions of table not shown remain unchanged) 
 
For SI: 1 pound per square foot = 0.0479 kPa, 1 square inch = 645 mm2, 1 pound = 4.45 N. 
a. Elevated garage floors shall be capable of supporting a 2,000-pound load applied over a 20-square-inch area. 
b. Attics without storage are those where the maximum clear height between joist and rafter is less than 42 

inches, or where there are not two or more adjacent trusses with the same web configuration capable of 
containing a rectangle 42 inches high by 2 feet wide, or greater, located within the plane of the truss. For attics 
without storage, this live load need not be assumed to act concurrently with any other live load requirements. 

c. Individual stair treads shall be designed for the uniformly distributed live load or a 300-pound concentrated 
load acting over an area of 4 square inches, whichever produces the greater stresses. 

d. A single concentrated load applied in any direction at any point along the top.  
e. See Section R502.2.2 for decks attached to exterior walls. 
f. Guard in-fill components (all those except the handrail), balusters and panel fillers shall be designed to 

withstand a horizontally applied normal load of 50 pounds on an area equal to 1 square foot. This load need 
not be assumed to act concurrently with any other live load requirement. 

g. For attics with limited storage and constructed with trusses, this live load need be applied only to those 
portions of the bottom chord where there are two or more adjacent trusses with the same web configuration 
capable of containing a rectangle 42 inches high or greater by 2 feet wide or greater, located within the plane 
of the truss. The rectangle shall fit between the top of the bottom chord and the bottom of any other truss 
member, provided that each of the following criteria is met: 

  1. The attic area is accessible by a pull-down stairway or framed opening in accordance with Section 
R807.1; and 

  2. The truss has a bottom chord pitch less than 2:12. 
  3. Required insulation depth is less than the bottom chord member depth. 

The bottom chords of trusses meeting the above criteria for limited storage shall be designed for the greater of 
the actual imposed dead load or 10 psf, uniformly distributed over the entire span. 

h. Attic spaces served by a fixed stair shall be designed to support the minimum live load specified for sleeping 
rooms. 

i. Glazing used in handrail assemblies and guards shall be designed with a safety factor of 4. The safety factor 
shall be applied to each of the concentrated loads applied to the top of the rail, and to the load on the in-fill 
components. These loads shall be determined independent of one another, and loads are assumed not to 
occur with any other live load. 

 


