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Transformative Investments 
The Brookings Institution 

 Representing the pioneering spirit of the Dwight 
D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and 
Defense Highways, the Interstate 11 corridor of 
the Intermountain West is a project for linking 
the nation’s fastest growing metropolitan areas 
and over 30 military installations, enhancing 
north-south travel and alleviating parallel route 
congestion, and improving the overall capability 
for goods movement and freight reliability.   The 
project is estimated to encompass 
approximately 1,400-miles of new interstate 
roadway with the provision for accommodating 
rail, water, and power transport.  The corridor 
also strengthens international trade between 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico by 
linking West Coast ports in all three countries. 
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S. 1813 – MAP21 

 Amends sec. 1105(e)(5)(A) of 
the 1991 ISTEA law to 
designate certain routes on the 
CANAMEX corridor in Arizona 
and Nevada as a part of the 
Interstate system and as 
eventual Interstate 11. 
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Population 
 
Reno-Las Vegas-
Phoenix-Tucson 
corridor had a 
population of under 
700,000 in 1955. 
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Population 
 
Reno-Las Vegas-
Phoenix-Tucson now 
has a population 
exceeding 8 million. 
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Federal 
and Native 
American 
Lands 
 
Arizona and Nevada 
have the largest 
holdings of Federal and 
Native-American lands 
in the United States. 

© 2012, All Rights Reserved. 6 



Federal 
and Native 
American 
Lands 

Non-federal 
51% Bureau of 

Land 
Management 

33% 

Indian 
Reservations 

6% 

Forest 
Service 

5% 

Fish and 
Wildlife 
Service 

3% 

Department of 
Defense 

1% 

National Park 
Service 

1% 
Other Federal 

Agencies 
Less than 1% 

© 2012, All Rights Reserved. 7 



Areas of 
Critical 
Environmental 
Concern 
 
Corridor could impact 
protected lands in 
Northern Nevada and 
Southern Oregon.  
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National 
Park 
Locations 
 
With the exception of 
Yellowstone and Rocky 
Mountain, the corridor 
is within two to three 
hours of the Western 
United States’ most 
popular parks. 
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Major 
Military 
Installations 
 
Corridor provides 
connections to significant 
installations without the 
need to travel through 
major metropolitan 
centers in California. 
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Major 
Airports 
 
Provide ground 
connections to heavily 
used airports on the 
West Coast. 
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Canamex 
Corridor 
 
Interstate 11 meets the 
intent of this corridor. 



Class 1 
Railroads 
 
Opens up a bottleneck 
for transportation in 
Southern Oregon. 
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High 
Voltage 
Long 
Distance 
Powerlines 
 
Provides another north-
south link in the 
Western power grid. 
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Container 
Port 
Traffic 
 
Corridor provides 
back-haul 
opportunities from 
Texas, Mexico, and 
Canada. 
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Average Growth is 
35% in the Western 
United States over 
30 years. 
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2040 
Travel 
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Interstate 11 
attracts 5,000 to 
24,000 vehicles 
per day. 
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MAG Economic  
Development Committee 

 Freight and Inland Port: 
 Monitor Punta Colonet 

developments 
 Rehabilitation of Welton Branch 

rail line 
 Freight Framework Study 

 Interstate 11: 
 Designation 
 Environmental assessment 
 Right of way agreement 
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Freight Framework Study 
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Texas – 5 Rail Crossings  
Operating 24/7 

Arizona – 1 Rail Crossing  
Part Time Operation 
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America’s Megaregions 
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Source:  America 2050 
www.america2050.org 
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