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INTRODUCTION

The 2040 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Update is a comprehensive, performance-based,
multi-modal plan that covers the period between Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 and FY 2040. The RTP
covers all modes of transportation from a regional perspective, including freeways and
highways, streets, public mass transit, airports, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, freight, and
special needs transportation. In addition, key transportation-related activities are addressed,
such as transportation demand management, system management, safety and security, and air
quality conformity analysis. The RTP is prepared, updated, and adopted by the Maricopa
Association of Governments (MAG), the regional planning agency for the Phoenix metropolitan
area. The RTP is developed through a cooperative effort among government, business, and
public interest groups, and includes community outreach and a public involvement program.

Maricopa Association of Governments

MAG was formed in 1967, as the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for
transportation planning in the Phoenix metropolitan area. On May 9, 2013, the Governor of
Arizona approved an expanded metropolitan planning area (MPA) boundary for MAG. As shown
in Figure I-1, the MAG MPA boundary extends significantly into Pinal County per federal
regulations (8450.312 - MPA Boundaries), which require MPAs to encompass the existing
urbanized area and the contiguous area expected to become urbanized within a 20-year
forecast. The current MAG MPA boundary was determined using 2010 Census data and the
most current long-range population forecasts for Maricopa and Pinal counties.

In addition to transportation planning, MAG is designated by the Governor of Arizona to serve
as the principal regional planning agency for air quality, water quality, and solid waste
management. MAG is responsible for a regional air quality conformity analysis to demonstrate
that the RTP complies with the provisions of air quality plans and standards. MAG also develops
population estimates and projections for the region and conducts human services planning.
MAG member agencies include 27 incorporated cities and towns, Maricopa County, Pinal
County, the Gila River Indian Community, the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation, the Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, and the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT).

The RTP is developed under the direction of MAG's Transportation Policy Committee (TPC). The
TPC is a public/private partnership established by MAG charged with finding solutions to the
region’s transportation challenges. The Committee consists of 23 members, including a cross-
section of MAG member agencies, community business representatives, and representatives
from transit, construction, freight, and ADOT. The TPC is dedicated to transportation planning
and decision making that addresses diverse transportation needs throughout the region. The
Committee makes recommendations to the MAG Regional Council, which adopts the final RTP.

The MAG Regional Council consists of elected officials from each member agency. Maricopa
County representatives from the State Transportation Board sit on Regional Council but only
vote on transportation-related issues. Policy and technical committees provide analysis and

2040 Regional Transportation Plan Update [-1



VMIARICOPA

Figure I-1: MAG Region X\ COVERNMENTS

2040
Regional Transportation Plan
Update

——605
= Metropolitan Planning Area

"~ County Boundary

CAVE
CREEK:
CAREFREE Indian Communities

PEORIA

= Existing Freeway

----- Planned Freeway/Highway
FORT
MCDOWELL .
e e YAVAPAI — nghways
NATION

FOUNTAIN
HILLS

PARADISE

VAUEY slu RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA
U182

LITCHFIELD
PARK.

BUCKEYE

{ APACHE
JUNCTION

TEMPE 60

GUA ALUPE1 ] e i
o o 60
lcHANBLER |

GOODYEAR

N GILA RIVER 0
 INDIAN COMMUNITY T
oy - .

T TN ST e 79

6

D FLORENCE
| MARICOPA 87 187
I 38
: COOLIDGE
GILA, !
BEND ; g
- j K7
- : CASA
! GRANDE

Disclaimer: While every effort has been
: 84 made to ensure the accuracy of this
Loy information, the Maricopa Association of
Governments (MAG) makes no warranty,
: expressed or implied, as to its accuracy and
] expressly disclaims liability for the accuracy

I thereof.
|
N
55 P AR\
TOHONO O'0ODHAM
INDIAN RESERVATION e
0 5 10 15

Miles

rev. 10/29/2019




information to the Regional Council. The MAG Regional Council is the ultimate approving body
for the MAG RTP and MAG Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); changes to the MAG
RTP or the funded projects that affect the TIP must be approved by the MAG Regional Council.

Regional Transportation Plan Updates

The RTP was adopted by the MAG Regional Council on November 25, 2003, and culminated in a
three-year comprehensive planning effort. The development of the Plan is distinguished by the
use of performance-based planning and the application of performance measures in the
evaluation of alternatives. In a letter dated December 9, 2003, the U.S. Department of
Transportation (USDOT) issued a finding of air quality conformity for the MAG RTP, as adopted
by MAG on November 25, 2003.

Since its adoption in 2003, the RTP has been updated periodically to reflect changing conditions
and new information. On July 27, 2005, the MAG Regional Council approved the RTP 2005
Update. Modifications in the 2005 RTP Update affected the phase in which specific highway and
arterial projects were scheduled for construction. These changes were reflected, as appropriate,
in the MAG FY 2006-2010 TIP. In a letter dated August 31, 2005, the USDOT issued a finding of
air quality conformity for the MAG RTP, as approved by MAG on July 27, 2005.

On July 26, 2006, the MAG Regional Council approved the RTP 2006 Update. The 2006 Update
summarized the elements of the previously adopted RTP, provided revised revenue estimates,
and included life cycle programs for freeways and highways, arterial streets, and transit. The life
cycle programs replaced the project phasing designations and funding levels originally
identified in the RTP. In a letter dated August 17, 2006, the USDOT issued a finding of air quality
conformity for the MAG RTP, as approved by MAG on July 26, 2006.

On July 25, 2007, the MAG Regional Council approved the RTP 2007 Update. The 2007 Update
was structured to comply with the regional transportation planning requirements of the Federal
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).
These requirements are in effect for any plans adopted after July 1, 2007. In response to
SAFETEA-LU, the 2007 Update addressed new topics, including consultation on environmental
mitigation and resource conservation, transportation security, and an updated public
participation process. In addition, it included revised transportation revenue estimates, and
updated life cycle programs for freeways and highways, arterial streets, and transit. In a letter
dated August 16, 2007, the USDOT issued a finding of air quality conformity for the MAG RTP, as
approved by MAG on July 25, 2007.

On July 28, 2010, the MAG Regional Council approved the RTP 2010 Update. The 2010 Update
of the RTP addressed capital improvements and operational activities in the MAG area regional
transportation system. The 2010 Update and regional transportation planning process continued
to comply with SAFETEA-LU, Arizona House Bill 2292, and Arizona Revised Statute 28-6354. A
significant focus of the 2010 update process was maintaining the balance between program
costs and available revenues expected over the period covered by the plan. In a letter dated
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August 25, 2010, the USDOT issued a finding of air quality conformity for the MAG RTP, as
approved by MAG on July 28, 2010.

On January 29, 2014, the MAG Regional Council approved the MAG 2035 RTP, which included
cost and revenue-balanced long-range programs for freeways, transit, and arterials. The
programs were the result of a multi-year process to review and assess future transportation
costs and revenues, and adjust implementation programs to accommodate lower transportation
revenue forecasts. The 2035 RTP was developed consistent with the regional transportation
planning requirements of SAFETEA-LU. Although new federal transportation legislation, Moving
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21), was signed into law by President Obama
on July 6, 2012, MAP-21 regulations were not available in time to apply them to the
development of the 2035 RTP. Representatives of the Federal Highway Administration and the
Federal Transit Administration confirmed that SAFETEA-LU regulations would be adequate in
this circumstance. In a letter dated February 12, 2014, the USDOT issued a finding of air quality
conformity for the MAG 2035 RTP, as approved by MAG on January 29, 2014.

On June 28, 2017, the MAG Regional Council approved the MAG 2040 RTP, which was the first
to establish a performance-based planning process for the region, as required by the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, signed into law by former President Obama on
December 4, 2015. The FAST Act is the first law enacted in over ten years that provides long-
term (5-year) funding certainty for surface transportation. The FAST Act maintains the program
structures and planning concepts contained in previous transportation legislation, MAP-21. The
2040 RTP was developed consistent with SAFETEA-LU and FAST Act requirements. In a letter
dated July 17, 2017, the USDOT issued a finding of air quality conformity for the MAG 2040 RTP,
as approved by MAG on June 28, 2017.

2040 Regional Transportation Plan Update

The 2040 RTP Update is organized into three major sections:

e Section One: Planning Process (Chapters 1-6): Addresses the approach taken to develop
the Plan, including: organizational relationships; federal and state planning mandates;
public involvement; Title VI and Environmental Justice considerations; consultation
efforts; planning goals and objectives; and the regional development outlook.

e Section Two: Transportation Modes (Chapters 7-17): Covers modal investment strategies,
including: planned transportation facilities; capital investments by mode; programs such
as special needs and enhancement activities; and a financial plan.

e Section Three: System Management, Operations, and Performance (Chapters 18-24):
Describes programs that monitor and improve the performance of the existing system,
including: system management and operations; performance monitoring and
assessment; demand and congestion management; and transportation safety and
security. Air quality conformity is also covered in Section Three.
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Federal Transportation Planning Requirements

The 2040 RTP Update was developed consistent with the regional transportation planning
requirements of federal transportation legislation. It addresses key metropolitan transportation
planning concepts identified in federal legislation, including: transportation facilities and
planning factors; performance measures and targets; system performance reporting; mitigation
activities; financial plans; operational and management strategies; capital investment and other
strategies; and transportation enhancement activities.

The FAST Act established performance-based programs and set forth requirements for
performance goals, outcomes, and targets. The Federal Statewide and Metropolitan Planning
Rule state that an MPO shall establish performance targets no later than 180 days after the date
on which the relevant state and/or provider of public transportation establishes performance
targets. The MAG region has two provider agencies required to identify performance measures
and targets: the City of Phoenix and Valley Metro-RPTA. MAG policy committees reviewed and
supported the performance targets as established by both transit partner agencies. Additionally,
MAG, ADOT, and regional providers of public transportation signed a Performance Measure
Target Setting and Data Sharing Charter in June 2018.
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CHAPTER ONE
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING APPROACH

The Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 2040 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)
Update covers the period between Fiscal Years (FY) 2020 and 2040 and addresses all major
transportation modes and related transportation activities from a regional perspective. The RTP
identifies future transportation facilities, discusses potential environmental mitigation activities,
includes operational and capital investment strategies, provides a financial plan for
implementation, coordinates with the development of air quality control measures, and was
developed using an extensive public participation process. The regional transportation planning
approach was designed to respond to federal and state mandates directed at the metropolitan
transportation planning process. Many stakeholders participate in developing, implementing,
and monitoring the RTP, which includes preparation of long-range plans, identification of
programs and projects, construction of projects, and provision of transportation services.

Regional Roles and Responsibilities

Regional and state agencies and committees coordinate, manage, plan, oversee, and implement
projects related to the RTP. A brief description of these agencies and committees, as well as
their role in the RTP process, is provided below.

Maricopa Association of Governments

The MAG was formed in 1967, as the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for
transportation planning in the Phoenix metropolitan area. On May 9, 2013, the Governor of
Arizona approved an expanded metropolitan planning area (MPA) boundary for MAG. As shown
in Figure I-1, the MAG MPA boundary extends significantly into Pinal County per federal
regulations (§450.312 - Metropolitan Planning Area Boundaries), which require that metropolitan
planning areas encompass the existing urbanized area and the contiguous area expected to
become urbanized within a 20-year forecast. The current MAG MPA boundary was determined
using 2010 Census data and the most current long-range population forecasts for Maricopa and
Pinal counties. MAG members include the region’s 27 incorporated cities and towns, Maricopa
County, Pinal County, the Gila River Indian Community, the Fort McDowell Indian Community,
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, and the Arizona Department of Transportation.

MAG is responsible for the coordination of the following regional planning activities:

Multimodal transportation planning
Air quality

Wastewater

Solid waste

Human services

Socioeconomic projections
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MAG develops plans that are comprehensive, consistent, and compatible with one another. The
RTP is in conformance with air quality plans for the metropolitan area. MAG is responsible for
the air quality conformity analysis and ensures the transportation plan complies with the
provisions of air quality plans and other air quality standards. MAG is also responsible for the
development of the Arterial Street Life Cycle Program (ALCP). Projects in the ALCP are
constructed by member agencies.

The MAG Regional Council is the decision-making body of MAG. The Regional Council consists
of elected officials from each member agency. Maricopa County representatives from the State
Transportation Board also sit on Regional Council but only vote on transportation-related issues.
Policy and technical committees provide analysis and information to Regional Council. The MAG
Regional Council is the ultimate approving body for the MAG RTP and MAG Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). Any change in the RTP or funded projects that affect the TIP,
including priorities, must be approved by the MAG Regional Council.

Transportation Policy Committee

The MAG Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) met for the first time in September 2002 and
was initially tasked with developing the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and recommending
the plan for adoption to the MAG Regional Council. The TPC recommended a plan in September
2003, which was unanimously approved and adopted by the MAG Regional Council on
November 25, 2003. The plan served as the core concept for the MAG RTP, with updates applied
periodically to reflect changing conditions and new information. In addition to developing the
RTP, the TPC advises Regional Council on transportation issues, such as the MAG TIP; the
freeway, arterial, and transit Life Cycle Programs; and requested material changes and
amendments to the RTP.

The TPC and its role in developing the RTP was later codified into state statue. The TPC is
comprised of 23 members and is a public/private partnership. Six members represent business
interests and 17 are MAG member agency representatives, which include 13 representatives
from a geographic cross-section of cities and towns within the MAG region, and one
representative each from the ADOT State Transportation Board, the County Board of
Supervisors, and Native nations. The business representatives are from businesses with region-
wide interest, including one who must represent transit interests, one who represents
construction interests and one who represents freight interests. Three of the business
representatives are appointed by the Speaker of the Arizona House of Representatives, and the
other three are appointed by the President of the Arizona State Senate.

Arizona Department of Transportation

The primary role of the ADOT is to provide a transportation system that meets the needs of the
citizens of Arizona. ADOT is responsible for planning, building, and operating the complex State
Highway System, which is designed to provide safe and efficient highway travel around the
state. The MAG Freeway Life Cycle Program (FLCP) is part of the State Highway System.
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ADOT manages the implementation of the FLCP, including all design, engineering, right of way
acquisition, construction, and maintenance activities. ADOT is instrumental to the FLCP by
making projections of available revenues and developing financing strategies to fund projects.
ADOT also has a role for the arterial streets program. Although MAG is responsible for the
development of the ALCP, in accordance with ARS 28-6303.D.2, ADOT maintains the arterial
street fund and issues bonds on behalf of the MAG ALCP.

State Transportation Board

The State Transportation Board has statutory authority over the State Highway System and sets
priorities for the System (except the MAG FLCP), establishes a five-year construction program for
airport and highway projects, awards construction contracts, issues bonds, and creates statewide
policies. The Board consists of seven members who are appointed by the Governor of Arizona
and represent six geographic regions across Arizona, including two from Maricopa County.
Members serve six-year terms.

The Board approves the ADOT Five-Year Highway Construction Program for statewide projects,
inclusive of MAG's FLCP, on an annual basis. The FLCP incorporates priorities set forth by the
MAG Regional Council. ADOT and MAG cooperatively develop the FLCP for the MAG region. The
State Transportation Board cannot approve projects within the MAG area that are not consistent
with the MAG RTP and TIP, ensuring the participation of local governments in project selection
and conformity with air quality standards.

The State Transportation Board adopts policies that affect the MAG FLCP. The Board has the
authority to issue bonds, supported by both the Regional Area Road Fund and the Highway
User Revenue Fund, and issue other forms of debt. The issuance of bonds allows for significant
acceleration of the MAG FLCP.

Valley Metro/Regional Public Transportation Authority

The Valley Metro/Regional Public Transportation Authority (RPTA) is a political subdivision of the
State of Arizona overseen by a board of elected officials. Membership is open to the county
government and all municipalities in Maricopa County. In 1993, the RPTA Board adopted Valley
Metro as the identity for the regional transit system. The Valley Metro Boards of Directors guide
the agency by providing transportation leadership that best serves the region and communities.
Members are represented by an elected official, appointed by their jurisdiction. The Valley Metro
RPTA Board includes: Avondale, Buckeye, Chandler, El Mirage, Fountain Hills, Gilbert, Glendale,
Goodyear, Maricopa County, Mesa, Peoria, Phoenix, Queen Creek, Scottsdale, Surprise, Tempe,
Tolleson, Wickenburg, and Youngtown. The Board cannot approve projects or programs within
the MAG region that are not consistent with the MAG RTP and TIP.

Valley Metro plans, builds, operates and maintains the regional, multimodal transportation
system by connecting communities and enhancing lives. The RPTA provides and operates local,
express and RAPID commuter bus service; neighborhood circulators; rural bus routes; paratransit
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service; vanpool service; and commuter programs, including Rideshare. The RPTA is also
responsible for maintaining the Transit Life Cycle Program (TLCP).

In November of 2004, the passage of Proposition 400 increased funding for public transit from
approximately two percent of total half-cent sales tax revenues ($5 million annually inflated) to
33 percent, which began on January 1, 2006. These monies are deposited in the Public
Transportation Fund (PTF), which was created as part of the Proposition 400 legislation. The
RPTA administers monies in the PTF for use on transit projects, including light rail projects, as
identified in the MAG RTP. Valley Metro RPTA must separately account for monies allocated to
light rail transit, capital costs for other transit, and operation and maintenance costs for other
transit. In addition to Proposition 400 funding, Valley Metro utilizes blocks of federal transit
funding for capital expenditures on transit in the region.

Valley Metro Rail

Valley Metro Rail is a non-profit, public corporation that oversees the design, construction, and
operation of light rail and streetcar. The Valley Metro Rail Board of Directors includes elected
officials appointed by their respective agencies. Currently, the Board includes Chandler, Mesa,
Phoenix, and Tempe.

The Valley Metro Rail Board of Directors establishes procedures for the administration and
oversight of design, construction, and operation of light rail. They also receive and disburse
funds and grants from federal, state, local, and other funding sources. The Board has the
authority to enter into contracts for streetcar and light rail design and construction, contract or
hire staff for light rail or streetcar projects and undertake extensions to the system. Valley Metro
cannot approve projects and programs within the MAG area that are not consistent with the
MAG RTP and TIP.

In March 2012, Valley Metro RPTA and Valley Metro Rail decided to merge and employ a single
chief executive officer (CEO) to oversee both agencies. Subsequently, the staffs of the two
agencies integrated into a single organization under the direction of the CEO. The combined
staff organization addresses all administrative, planning and operational functions for both
agencies, including: communications and marketing; planning and development; design and
construction; operations and maintenance; finance; administrative and organizational
development; legal; and intergovernmental relations. The legal structure and Boards of the two
agencies were not affected.

Citizens Transportation Oversight Committee

In 1994, ARS 28-6356 established a Citizens Transportation Oversight Committee (CTOC) in
counties with a population of one million, two hundred thousand or more persons and a
transportation sales tax, which included Maricopa County. The COTC facilitated citizen
involvement in the decision-making process regarding the Maricopa regional freeway system.
The committee served as an advisory board to the Governor, Valley Metro, and MAG; made
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recommendations on revisions to the RTP; and contracted an annual audit of all expenditures
for the regional area road fund and public transportation fund. On May 19, 2017, the Governor
of Arizona signed House Bill 2369, eliminating CTOC. The elimination of CTOC also removed the
Chairman of COTC from the MAG Regional Council and MAG TPC.

Regional Transportation Plan Partners

Key agencies in the region formed an ad hoc group, the “RTP Partners”, aimed at coordinating
the implementation of Proposition 400 with projects in the MAG RTP. Participating agencies,
including MAG, ADOT, and Valley Metro, meet periodically to ensure overall coordination of
transportation planning and implementation activities. Specific goals of the group are to
prepare uniform revenue forecasts, establish consistent life cycle programming procedures,
maintain an integrated approach to the long-term development of transportation corridors and
services, and provide clear, concise information to the public and receive public input on issues
connected with the implementation of Proposition 400.

U.S. Department of Transportation — Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)

The RTP complies with U.S. Department of Transportation metropolitan transportation planning
requirements described in 23 CFR/Part 450 and 49 CFR/Part 613.100. Final rulemaking pertaining
to these regulations was jointly issued by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) on May 27, 2016. The major requirements of “23 CFR/Part
450/Section 324 - Development and Content of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan” and the
approach of the RTP in addressing each requirement are summarized below:

The transportation plan shall address no less than a 20-year horizon and consider the
planning factors in 23 CFR Part 450.306. (See 23 CFR Part 450.324(a).)

e The transportation planning process shall address at least a 20-year planning horizon.
The RTP covers a period of at least a 20-years from the effective date of the Plan. The
effective date of the Plan is defined in 23 CFR Part 450.322 as the date of a conformity
determination by the FHWA and FTA. This determination is typically received within two
months of the approval of the Plan by MAG. (See Introduction and Chapter 1.)

e The transportation plan shall consider the planning factors in 23 CFR Part 450.306. The
RTP addresses the planning factors covered in 23 CFR Part 450.306 as described below.

- Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global
competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency. Two objectives identified in the Plan
are: 1) maintain an acceptable level of service (LOS) on transportation and mobility
systems serving the region, taking into account performance by mode and facility
type. 2) Provide residents of the region with access to jobs, shopping, educational,
cultural and recreational opportunities, and provide employers with reasonable
access to the workforce in the region. The RTP addresses economic vitality through
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projects and programs that reduce congestion and increase system efficiency
through the effective management of system operations and development of
transportation facility capacity improvements. In addition, MAG has been highly
active in promoting economic development activities within the metropolitan
planning area, as well as the larger central Arizona/Sun Corridor region. The activities
of the MAG Economic Development Committee are described in Chapter 3. (See
Chapters 2, 3, and 17.)

- Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized
users. Safety is a critical element of transportation and the RTP addresses safety
issues in a separate chapter. Safety was identified as a focus. One of the Plan
objectives is to provide a safe and secure environment for the traveling public,
address roadway hazards, pedestrian and bicycle safety, and transit security. The RTP
includes a safety planning program that enables safety issues to be addressed as part
of the planning process. The MAG Transportation Safety Committee pursues safety
planning and implementation. This includes developing and updating the MAG
Strategic Transportation Safety Plan, maintaining safety information management
systems, and conducting safety workshops. (See Chapter 21.)

- Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized
users. Transportation security is covered in a separate chapter of the RTP. MAG
conducted and documented an inventory of security activities and programs in the
region. The information was assessed to gain insights into the role MAG might play
to advance and facilitate the effective application of security measures to the
transportation system. MAG already participates in security efforts through its role in
the implementation of 9-1-1 and the Community Emergency Notification System.
(See Chapter 22.)

- Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight. The RTP identifies three
objectives related to mobility options: 1) maintain a reasonable and reliable travel
time for moving freight into, through and within the region, as well as provide high-
quality access between intercity freight transportation corridors and freight terminal
locations, including intermodal facilities for air, rail, and truck cargo; 2) Provide
people in the region with the transportation modes necessary to carry out essential
daily activities and support equitable access to the region’s opportunities; and, 3)
Address the needs of the elderly and other population groups that may have special
transportation needs, such as non-drivers or those with disabilities. The RTP increases
accessibility and mobility options by calling for significant investments in freeways,
highways, streets, bus service, high-capacity transit facilities, bicycle and pedestrian
facilities, and airports. The Plan also provides the planning foundations for freight
and special needs transportation. (See Chapter 2 and Chapters 9-16.)
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- Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the
quality of life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements and
state and local planned growth and economic development patterns. Early in the RTP
process, the need to sustain the environment was recognized. The RTP objectives
related to this issue include: 1) identify and encourage implementation of mitigation
measures that will reduce noise, visual, and traffic impacts of transportation projects
on existing neighborhoods; 2) Encourage programs and land-use planning that
advance efficient travel patterns in the region; and, 3) Make transportation decisions
compatible with air quality conformity and water quality standards, the sustainable
preservation of regional ecosystems, and desired lifestyles.

The RTP discusses environmental mitigation activities that may address
environmental functions affected by the Plan. Air quality issues are addressed in a
separate conformity analysis document prepared for the RTP. Reductions in
transportation energy use across the region are closely tied to air quality goals. In
addition, the RTP identifies regional funding for environmental concerns such as
freeway landscaping and litter pickup.

The planning process supports consistency between transportation improvements
and planned growth and economic development patterns at the state and local level.
As part of the transportation planning process, MAG consults with the state and local
agencies responsible for land use management, natural resources, environmental
protection, conservation, and historic preservation. Also, the process to develop
long-range population and employment forecasts, which provides the foundation for
the transportation planning effort, starts with local and state land use plans and
forecasts. (See Chapter 2 and Chapters 9-16.)

- Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and
between modes, for people and freight. One of the objectives of the RTP is to
maintain a reasonable and reliable travel time for moving freight into, through, and
within the region, as well as to provide high-quality access between intercity freight
transportation corridors and freight terminal locations, including intermodal facilities
for air, rail, and truck cargo. The broad range of multimodal improvements in the RTP
facilitates the movement of people and goods and enhance system connectivity
throughout the region. The RTP chapters on airports and freight highlight the
importance of developing an integrated approach to planning for passenger and
freight movement. In addition, MAG employs a multimodal, integrated process for
forecasting and analyzing travel demand. (See Chapters 2, 7, 12, and 14.)

- Promote efficient system management and operation. A central theme in the RTP is
minimizing congestion and delays. One of the objectives is to maintain an acceptable
and reliable LOS on transportation